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What does 
data trust 
mean to you?



By definition, a data trust is a form of data collaborative – “a legal 
structure that provides independent stewardship of data”.

The organisations that collect and hold data permit an independent 
institution to make decisions about how that data is used and shared for 
an agreed purpose.

A data trust also represents a way of stewarding data by and for the 
benefit of defined communities.

Source: Data trusts in 2020

What is Data Trust?

https://theodi.org/article/data-trusts-in-2020/


Public agencies have a strong obligation when it comes to handling its 
citizens’ data. Experts across the sessions agreed that citizens feel 
more comfortable allowing their personal information to be used if they 
understand the services they are getting in return. If agencies are 
transparent about what data is being used and can explain the 
decisions that are based on that data, then that transparency can create 
more comfort. All public agencies should have systems in place to 
operationalize the trust along the appropriate values and cultures.

Source: 5 ways Data Ecosystems can help achieve the Sustainable Development Goals

Trust and Transparency

https://aiforgood.itu.int/5-ways-data-ecosystems-can-help-achieve-the-sustainable-development-goals/


From the ODI’s Online Survey

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/10384184/
https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/10384184/


How to initiate and build 
trust? 



How can we ensure your 
data remain trustworthy and 
protected?



“                                     x”

“                                 x”

“                       x”

“                   x”Increased transparency and roles; 
generating data that can be trusted.

Accountability and trust are critical. So it 
should always be correct and exactly what 
people mean to say. This gives us credibility.

Create and enable the environment that the data is trustable; 
start from working with communities and get the collaboration 
from all; work together to get the authentic data. 

Gain alumni trust - they are working on sensitive issues, 
especially HR issues. Security concerns are taken seriously.

What we hear from 
the interviews:



● Marginalised communities are underrepresented in the data ecosystem.
● Communities are not provided with information or involved in data 

production, with information extracted without benefit to communities. 
The right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) is violated. This 
perpetuates a lack of trust in the ecosystem.

“It took 5 years to understand an IP and have his commitment, 
through monitoring and coaching.” Building this relationship 

meant that IP in Northeastern Cambodia successfully used their 
traditional knowledge to negotiate with companies engaging in 

economic development in their community. 

Use Cases

“



Open Data Data Trust



Trust in 
Transboundary 
Water Cooperation

https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202203/31/WS62450170a310fd2b29e544ce.html
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202203/31/WS62450170a310fd2b29e544ce.html


Goldstein, J. E., & Faxon, H. O. (2020). New data infrastructures for 
environmental monitoring in Myanmar: Is digital transparency good for 
governance? Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space, 5(1), 39–
59. https://doi.org/10.1177/2514848620943892

Institutional and policy 
shifts toward data sharing 
are needed. 
Not all communities will want to share data 
due to concerns about personal safety and 
economic exploitation.

https://www.academia.edu/43983146/New_data_infrastructures_for_environmental_monitoring_in_Myanmar_Is_digital_transparency_good_for_governance?auto=citations&from=cover_page
https://www.academia.edu/43983146/New_data_infrastructures_for_environmental_monitoring_in_Myanmar_Is_digital_transparency_good_for_governance?auto=citations&from=cover_page


Cambodia has not yet 
enacted any 
comprehensive data 
protection legislation
Publication date: 13 December 2021

https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/drafting-data-protection-law-may-take-five-years-official
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/drafting-data-protection-law-may-take-five-years-official


● Decentralised options
○ Asia version of FAIR principles for indigenous data sovereignty is being 

developed 
○ Use of security-focused, offline-functional tools like Mapeo
○ Using protocols for enforcing FPIC to support greater control of data
○ Using safety and security protocols 

● Use existing open data sources
● Share knowledge about data literacy

Some responses from people in the Mekong



Activity: Data Trust Walk
(15 mins)



Instructions

“You will have about 15 minutes for a “data trust walk” around the room and 
observe each chart and the data it shows. As you take this first walk around 
the room, use the post-its we’ve provided to write down and post your 
reactions to the data you see. Consider the guiding questions posted around 
the room as you react to the data.

While you’re reflecting on the data, look at other people’s post-its to find out 
what others’ reactions were to the data.”



4W - Flood 
response in 
Cambodia

https://data.humdata.org/visualization/cambodia-4w/
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/cambodia-4w/


Demographic and Socio-
economic Situation of 
Indigenous Peoples in 
Cambodia 

Source

https://data.opendevelopmentmekong.net/library_record/national-report-on-demographic-and-socio-economic-situation-of-indigenous-peoples-in-cambodia
https://data.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/en/library_record/national-report-on-demographic-and-socio-economic-situation-of-indigenous-peoples-in-cambodia?fbclid=IwAR1qvPFk2yqkuVTlurHAHP8rX6jnJ1zd0FNmg9NNqlvp5glDW3uwPfExPPU
https://data.opendevelopmentcambodia.net/en/library_record/national-report-on-demographic-and-socio-economic-situation-of-indigenous-peoples-in-cambodia?fbclid=IwAR1qvPFk2yqkuVTlurHAHP8rX6jnJ1zd0FNmg9NNqlvp5glDW3uwPfExPPU


Statistical 
Yearbook of 
Cambodia 
2021

Page 61

https://nis.gov.kh/nis/yearbooks/StatisticalYearbookofCambodia2021.pdf
https://nis.gov.kh/nis/yearbooks/StatisticalYearbookofCambodia2021.pdf
https://nis.gov.kh/nis/yearbooks/StatisticalYearbookofCambodia2021.pdf


Thank you
https://opendevelopmentmekong.net/

@opendevmekong

https://opendevelopmentmekong.net/
https://www.facebook.com/opendevmekong
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