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ODI Approach

Providing ease 

of access

Encouraging 

individual 

analysis and 

verification

Creating a 

safer way for 

people to 

engage

Introducing new 

narratives

to regional / 

transborder

CONTEXTUALIZED Open Data for Sustainable Development

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=INR2wExmWZdC5M&tbnid=VNZig41ilNMu5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.logicomm.co.uk/mobile-devices&ei=PUXQU8p4wtOLArOxgdgG&bvm=bv.71667212,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHTi9bV37uFjbkbYmdqnPG1DO8KBQ&ust=1406244540075664


Technical 

Support

 

Data 

Accessibility

 

Networks & 

Partners

Data 

Uploads

Improvements

 

Key Features



In Numbers
As of May 2022

7,250+
libraries

150+
agreements

2,760+
laws

40+
maps & profiles

1,130+
datasets



Our Users
From Jan - June 2022

518,000+
Users 

1,056,000+
Pageviews 

1,056,000+
Sessions

330,000+
Datasets downloads



User demographics



Civil society is a key to 
advance the state of 

open data

https://thailand.opendevelopmentmekong.net/stories/thai-foresters-complete-data-literacy-training-to-advocate-for-improved-forest-governance/


Timeline: ODI’s Data Literacy 

https://time.graphics/line/594637


Data Literacy in the Mekong
Our full 3-week program covers: 

1. Using data as evidence for storytelling

2. Finding and getting data from 

multiple sources

3. Understanding data

4. Analysing and visualizing data 

5. Thinking like a journalist

6. Increasing awareness of digital 

security and data privacy



120+
participants from 

local NGOs & CSOs & CBOs

Focused sectors

Disenfranchised constituents that 

are part of these groups:

● Forestry and environment

● Indigenous peoples

● Women’s groups

● Peace building



Stories of Data Literacy
● Thai foresters complete data literacy 

training to advocate for improved forest 

governance 

● Data and the untold stories

● Lao civil society improves advocacy with 

data visualization

● CSOs in Myanmar gain data literacy 

knowledge for forestry advocacy

https://thailand.opendevelopmentmekong.net/stories/thai-foresters-complete-data-literacy-training-to-advocate-for-improved-forest-governance/
https://thailand.opendevelopmentmekong.net/stories/thai-foresters-complete-data-literacy-training-to-advocate-for-improved-forest-governance/
https://thailand.opendevelopmentmekong.net/stories/thai-foresters-complete-data-literacy-training-to-advocate-for-improved-forest-governance/
https://www.nature.org.vn/en/2020/12/data-and-the-untold-stories/
https://laos.opendevelopmentmekong.net/stories/lao-civil-society-improves-advocacy-with-data-visualization/
https://laos.opendevelopmentmekong.net/stories/lao-civil-society-improves-advocacy-with-data-visualization/
https://opendevelopmentmyanmar.net/stories/v4mf-myanmar-csos-in-myanmar-gain-data-literacy-for-forest-advocacy/
https://opendevelopmentmyanmar.net/stories/v4mf-myanmar-csos-in-myanmar-gain-data-literacy-for-forest-advocacy/


Open 
Environmental 

Data



]]

Mapping knowledge and gaps in 
data, transparency, and 
capacity building practices 
in the Mekong region

Research on



Broad Definition
Any measurements or information 

that describe environmental 
processes, location, or conditions; 

ecological or health effects and 
consequences, or the performance 

of environmental technology.

It often incorporates social 
components as people have large 
implications upon resources and 
consequences as a result of use. 

“

x”



Go to www.menti.com and 
use the code 62 58 09 2

What are 
environmental data 

that are most relevant 
to you?

https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/b6d8c2171b7238ff6513f08897ef4d31/be0173ac801b


(20 voices)



Open 
environmental 
data

matters



Go to www.menti.com and 
use the code 41 78 33 3

In your opinion, what 
are key challenges to 
environmental data?



(21 voices)







Environmental 
governance and 

advocacy are 
linked

The Mekong Context

The Mekong 
region is 
diverse

Standards on Data 
for Environmental 

Governance are 
Limited

Data is not 
neutral

Accessibility is 
Limited

Capacity Building 
as a Sustainable 

Process



1.
How to build a 

stronger data 

ecosystem

2.
what skills and 

capacity need 

to be built

3.
how stakeholders can 

contribute to data with 

greater transparency

4.
how we can improve 

engagement with 

environmental 

governance 

We want to understand



Methodologies
To strengthen the ability of civil society 

organizations in the region to coordinate their 
activities, improve their ability to advocate for and 

monitor environmental policies, increase 
transparency and improve their use of 

environmental data.



(1) Knowledge gaps,
(2) diversity and 
inclusion, and 
(3) data, 
infrastructure and 
tools - impact the 
environmental data 
ecosystem. 

(1) Security and safety 
connected to a narrowing 
civic space, and
(2) institutional barriers 
- impact all areas as 
cross-cutting issues.

Key Findings



Civic space Renewable energy Transboundary 
investment

Climate change 
adaptation

Building a 
stronger data 
ecosystem in a 
narrowing civic 
space through 
decentralised 
data systems and 
capacity building

Building skills 
and capacity 
through localised 
and accessible 
data literacy 
training

Contributing to 
data with greater 
transparency 
through open 
data standards, 
decentralised 
data solutions 
and capacity 
building

Improving 
engagement with 
environmental 
governance 
through security 
focused tools and 
decentralised 
data solutions

Key Recommendations



How we get 
key findings

https://public.flourish.studio/story/1602182/


What do you want the
environmental data 

to be?

Group Exercise 
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