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● Indigenous women often hold unique insights on 
ecosystems, biodiversity, and sustainable 
resource management due to their traditional 
roles in many communities. 

● Their situated knowledge encompasses:

○ Complex ecological relationships

○ Historical environmental changes

○ Cultural significance of landscapes

● This knowledge offers potential for holistic 
environmental solutions, but often overlooked by 
or not captured through traditional research 
practices.

Photo: Indigenous Women’s Network in Thailand by ODI
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Our Rac

We asked what limits access to data? 
Key findings:

1. Poor institutional support for increasing 
access to information;

2. Deeply entrenched & as-yet unaddressed 
gendered cultural norms

3. Lack of true leadership & inclusivity

2020

https://opendevelopmentmekong.net/
programmes/mekong-women-in-data/
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● To co-create a safe space to share 
knowledge information and 
stories about water and rivers

● To amplify women’s voices in the 
Mekong region and beyond

● To give women’s knowledge 
credibility and legitimacy

● To partake in collaborative 
learning
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Storytelling and 
collaboration 

(Initial prototype phase)

https://wiwg.knowledge
4development.org/  
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Gender-based violence and early 
marriage remain prevalent among 
women’s groups in the Kok River basin in 
Chiang Mai. Women in this region face 
challengstes such as limited livelihood 
opportunities and rericted land access. 
However, the incorporation of IT tools 
has boosted their engagement and skill 
development. Creating safe spaces for 
women has fostered empowerment and 
increased recognition from local 
authorities.



Our Rac

We aim to identify barriers women face in 
environmental governance, enhance their data 
literacy and leadership, highlight best practices 
for empowerment, and recommend policy 
changes for greater inclusivity in the Mekong 
and Asia Pacific regions. We want to see 
changes around women’s participation in 
decision making in the environmental 
governance.
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CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

Thas!
Do you have any questions?
saowalakj@ewmi-odi.org
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